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What is white? 
   

(pause)                    
        

 Light? 

(pause) 

Light White. Bright. 

       
(pause) 

Sheets. 

White sheets, like paper. 

A bright white light paper sheet. 

(pause) 

People. 

People crumple like sheets of paper 

People 
                     

                       are blinded 
                                                       

                                                                  by bright white light. 

————————————- 

-I see flowers. In their gardens. 

What else? Well, it is clear. Blue sky, perfect for flying- you can see for miles. 

I can see how the rivers run through the city.  



Yes. It was beautiful. 

The time is 8:15am. Japanese time. 

What then? well they gave the signal. 

Yes. I pressed it. 

I know. It was for the greater good. 

…I don’t think doing this is going to help- 

Fine. I should be proud. I saved millions of lives. 

I don’t feel any different. 

No. The others coped fine. It’s just me. 

They didn’t see, no. 

I was told to go back by my superiors. 

Of course I didn’t expect- 

 (pause) 

… I saw… I saw… 

(pause) 

I…t-there was… 



Nothing. 

Nothing I…I hadn’t seen before. 

I am sure. I will…forget about it. Everyone else has.              

————————————————— 

 Sometimes I see the faces under my bed  
  and they will not go away they will not leave me alone 

      and they stare at me with glass eyes  
and hollow mouths and the silent screams make my ears 

bleed. 

(silence) 

You did a brave thing. 

-congratulations! 

You did a brave thing. 

-Hero! 

You did a brave thing. 

-smile! 

  Even as I walk they pile up underneath me  
     rising and falling struggling holding me afloat and yet they are punishing me with their ever-

looming presence I  just want it to stop just stop this stop it just stop it  
just stop it stop just it stop it stop it stop it stop stop stop stop stop STOP 

                                                                                                                               THIS 
now. 

(pause) 

Keep smiling at me. 

I like it 
 when you smile. 



                             
                                              Tell me I’m good. 

                                          Tell me I am. 

——————————————————- 

               Eat up 

I dare you. 
          
          It will help 

                                                                                                                                      feel better? 

        ease the suffering 

                                                                  your suffering? 

         
      and sleep issues 

                                                                                                   open your eyes. 

   
   Effects are immediate 
        

                                                                              look at us. 

     Look at me 

                                 LOOK AT US 

      
     It isn’t real. 

———————————————————- 



In my dreams 

the sun licks the Earth 

silence. 

Now shadows in the ash 

and so many voices 

red children won’t stop dancing 

grey children sleep 

lying on the ceiling 

they cry black tears 

thick and cold 

drip 
   drip   

      drip 

onto my pillow 

they look down at me 

as I had to them 

they feel no pity 

as I hadn’t then 

now they melt down the walls 

a hot, sickly sweet smell 

drowning me until I wake. 

——————————————— 



WhiteRedBlackRed 
WhiteRedBlackRed 
WhiteRedBlackRed 
WhiteRedBlackRed 

Tell me I’m good.  

Tell me I am. 

I am the True man’s marionette 
 but I do not dance like the children did 
 I do not laugh like the other dolls laugh 

 my painted smile has cracked 
 smeared with dirt 

 figures draped in fleshy red rags 
 line up to shake my hand 

 one by one 
 but the instant 

 my skin 
 touches theirs 

 they grasp on and will not let go. 

And they all know my name. 

——————————————————- 

-Sorry? Yes I am fine. 

 I am fine. 

You did  a  a bra   thing. 
Why should I be smiling? 

Oh…Yes it was a big victory for all of us. 

You did  a  a bra   thing. 
…Thank you. 

You did  a  a bra   thing. 
I am not a hero. 

(pause) 



Ready? Ready to discuss what? 

Why? it’s over now. 

I have forgotten it. 

Yes. 

(pause) 

I still take them as precaution. 

I don’t need them- 

(pause) 

…What did I see? 

(long silence) 

…I saw… 

I…I.. 

(pause) 

I saw… what I had done.  There were…I felt… 

(pause) 

I’m sorry I need to stop. 



I have asked you to stop asking me questions. 

No stop it. you do not understand- I need to get out of this-this- box right now. 

Because I feel trapped I can’t bare it please- 

It’s here, I feel it—them- 

Yes them don’t make me try and explain again! 

It’s coming now I can’t stop it- it grows in my stomach here then creeps into my head until the room 
spins and I have hot flushes and feel sick- 

…Why do I feel like this?! Regret! This overwhelming pain of regret manifesting itself in my chest 
and once it is there it grows and grows until I-I can’t breathe or talk or see anything but the faces 

staring at me always the faces- why do they stare? LOOK AWAY! I hate them why won’t they Stop 
looking at me! 

———————————— 

                                                         I wouldn’t 
                                                                               shouldn’t 

                                                                                                    couldn’t 
         go back. 

irreversible 
irretrievable 
irreparable 
irrevocable 

I pray 
take me now into the void 
swallow me into the depths  

and allow me be free 

I feel them look into my soul 



 Judging me 
   

slowly they shake their heads 
 until they fall away as ash 

dissolving at my feet. 

Never. 

—————————————- 

You did an unforgivable thing. 

-Congratulations! 

You did an unforgivable thing. 

-Hero! 

You did an unforgivable thing. 

-Smile! 

It was not my choice I am not to blame it was just a- 
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If I had known the extent of my actions please believe me I would never have- 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

I wish I could go back I am sorry I wish I could go back I want to go back- 

They floated like charcoal  
down those beautiful rivers 

go back go back go back go back go back go back go back go back go back- 

A bright white light cloud 
roaring regret 

you did a brave thing you did a brave thing you did a brave thing you- 

Glittering ruby figures 
shine in the wasteland  

you made 

go away go away go away go away go away go away go away go AWAY- 

Why did you go BACK? 
STOP IT! 

 I BEG YOU STOP MAKE IT STOP   STOP LOOKING AT ME 

(long silence) 

they don't have a choice. 

Stop… looking… 
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(silence) 

you didn't give them a choice. 

  




